
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

      

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

     

                                                             

   
8th Grade Graduation date is set for Wednesday, May 19th at 7:00 PM.                

               
                        Trustworthiness 

 
 

    
 
 

      
 

MMS NEWS FLASH 
 

Hello McHenry Middle School Families, 
 
In case you didn’t know, the first two weeks of March mark a very important time for the students of McHenry Middle School.  Actually, these two 
weeks don’t just mean a lot to us; they happen to be very important for all students and educators across Illinois.  The reason for the excitement—
our annual participation in the Illinois State Achievement Tests (ISATs).  Because we take part in ISATs every year and have come to learn so much 
about them, these tests have become commonplace for us at MMS.  However, beyond knowing that they’re taking place, I wouldn’t expect anyone 
outside of education to really know much about them.  To that end, I’d like to provide a brief description of what your students will be involved in 
during that time in this newsletter.   
 
At the middle school level, over a five day period (March 3-9), ISAT tests are given to all three grade levels.  Sixth and eighth graders take math, 
reading and writing tests, while 7

th
 graders take math, science and reading tests.  With the exception of the writing test, they all consist primarily of 

multiple choice questions.  The reading and math tests, however, do have short and extended-response questions that ask students to put their 
thoughts into written responses.  Generally, students take two tests each day and are given approximately 55 minutes to complete each test.  To top 
it all off, when they’re done with testing, they go back to their regularly scheduled day and schoolwork.  Honestly, it can be a very academically 
rigorous undertaking. 
      
These tests are important to us and we do our best to make sure that each student feels prepared and confident before taking them.  As a parent, 
however, there are certainly some things you could do, too, to help your students do the best they can.  First and foremost, it is essential that 
students come to school physically prepared on the days of testing.  Besides the obvious importance of getting a good night’s sleep and having a 
healthy breakfast, students need to be on time and have all their materials as they enter school.  For many students there is a heightened level of 
anxiety when taking tests, and if they feel rushed or disorganized it will magnify those feelings and very likely be detrimental to them.  Also, one can 
never downplay the importance of positive praise and encouragement.  It’s amazing how helpful a, “Good luck today!” can be for someone who is 
about to embark on a morning of test-taking.  Lastly, simply letting your child know that you are aware of what they’re doing and going through is 
important.  I know I’m not telling you anything that you don’t already know, but by seeing that you value the importance of these tests, students 
then usually follow suit and care more about them, too.  Our goal this year is to have students strive to get three more answers correct this year 
than they did last year.  We’re calling this effort  THE POWER OF THREE.       
    
I want to thank the PTO for generously providing snacks to our students on testing days.  They will be very helpful in keeping everyone energized and 
focused.  I also want to thank everyone for taking the time to read this newsletter and for helping your children prepare, not just for these tests, but 
in all they do.  As always, your support and efforts or appreciated more than you can imagine.     
 
Have a great end to your February!  
 
Mr. Reitz 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Important Dates 
 
Mar 12

th
  End of 3

rd
 Quarter 

Mar 19
th

  Report Cards go home 
Mar 27

th
- Apr 5

th
 Spring Recess – NO SCHOOL 

 
Apr 6

th
  Classes Resume 

Apr 15th  Early Release Day – Dismissal 12:35 
Apr 23

rd
  Mid-Quarter Reports   
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Nominations are now being accepted for the MMS PTO board for the upcoming school year, 2010-2011.  If you or anyone you 
know is interested in obtaining a seat on the PTO board please contact:  Steve White, Cari Churchill or Cheri Wright at 
www.mmspto.com.  Thank you, Cari Churchill Co-VP MMS PTO 
 

                    Please check out the district website www.d15.org for information, newsletters, 
school calendars,  district information and much more. 

 
TEAM NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHORUS NEWS 
Thank you to the 6

th
 grade chorus students and parents who 

participated in the Borders Fundraiser Event on Saturday, February 6
th

.  
 Students presented their musical talents in a short concert and 
collected $305.00 for the Haiti fund.  I am so proud of your efforts!  
Well done!!! 
 
Congratulations to all of the students who participated in the Solo 
Ensemble contest this year!  We had great representation for McHenry 
Middle School and students worked very hard to prepare and present 
their vocal music.  Great job! 
 
Upcoming events: 
 
Thursday, March 4

th 
 Fine Arts Night-Madrigal Performance at  
First Midwest Bank 

Saturday, March 13
th

  7
th

 and 8
th

 grade IGSMA Choral Contest 
1:00 PM at Park Campus in Round Lake 

 
The following students have been selected to represent McHenry 
Middle School at the Fox Valley Honors Choral Concert:  Joshue Flores, 
Brandon Kaminski, Ryan Wykes, Tegan Eternick, Sam Lasko, Serena 
Payton, Kiki Peterson, Sydney Dyer, Sandy Fuit, Amanda Paul, and Katie 
Olsen.  Students were selected based on their vocal skills, ability to read 
music, and dedication to high standards in choral performance.  
Congratulations to you all! 
 
Keep Singing!!  Mrs. Munn 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 BAND NEWS 
6

th
 and 7

th
/8

th
 grade bands,  Continue to come to rehearsals prepared 

every day.  Make sure to have music, your instrument, and a pencil.  
Also, do not forget that practice logs must be turned in every week.  
Have you turned in your t-shirt money? 
 
Jazz band,  Make sure you are practicing at home and coming to 
rehearsals on time.  Music in the Parks in just around the corner.   
 
7/8 band, IGSMA contest is Saturday the March 13

th
. Make sure to be 

at MMS at 7:30 dressed in concert attire (black pants, button up shirt, 
vest, and bowtie). 

 
Parents are you receiving email updates from me? If not and would like 
to, please send me an email lpaul@d15.org  
 
Upcoming events: 
Fine Arts Night-   March 4

th
 4-430 

IGSMA Contest-  March 13th 
Honor Band Sectional-  April 13 
Honor Band –   April 15

th
 

Music/Parks-   May 1st 
Spring Band Concert –  May 5

th
   

 
Musically Yours,  Miss Paul 
 

6 RED       
The 6 Red team would like to thank the parents for taking the time to have your students give their student-led conference. Your support at home 
helps the 6

th
 graders be successful at school.  We look forward to that support carrying over to ISAT testing.  Thank you for getting in the survival kits to 

help keep our students’ minds focused for the days of testing ahead.  If you have not sent in a kit yet for your child it is not too late. Please make sure 
your student gets a good night’s sleep during the testing days.  Research shows that if they eat breakfast in the morning they perform better at school 
and on tests.  Math classes are doing a lot of ISAT prep and getting to know the calculator.  Remember, ISATs are on Wednesday, March 3, Thursday, 
March 4 and Friday March 5 for math.  Thank you for your support and help.  In language arts, the students finished reading the novel Hatchet and are 
gearing up for ISATS! The students are doing a great job on the practice tests.  LA testing days are March 3

rd
 through the 9

th
.  After testing, we will 

continue working on persuasive essays.  After learning of the historic battles in ancient Greece, our social studies classes will be learning more of the 
cultural influences and philosophies of ancient Greece.  Have your child explain why they felt Alexander the Great was either a hero or a villain. Science 
classes are investigating the rock cycle in the weeks ahead.  We do not have 6

th
 grade science ISATS so we are looking forward to making class as 

interactive as possible.   As we gain knowledge about the three rock groups we will be looking to improve our cooperative learning skills as well.     
 

CLUB INFORMATION 
Builder’s Club:  Builder’s Club members made a huge set of letters that said “HELP HAITI” for the lunchroom.  At our meeting we came up with 
several ways to raise money for Haiti including “No Dress for PE”, “Hat Day” and “Donut Day” for the Haiti Fund.  They also made cards for the 
“Operation Dear John” project that is being done in conjunction with the movie, “Dear John”.  Our upcoming project is to host a concession stand for 
the Science Exhibit on March 18.    

 
WMMS NEWS: News teams took both photos and videos to broadcast on the weekly news. WMMS News featured Mr. Reitz’s reflection on 
Citizenship, St. Baldrick's Week, the Power of Three ISAT strategy, and the first annual MMS Bags Tournament. Student announcers continue to bring 
the news to students and staff every morning via the school’s intercom system. WMMS News students change the outside marquee on a weekly 
basis. The weekly announcements are also aired every morning on the hallway televisions. After school activities, athletics, and lunch menus are 
shown every morning. Ask your students about Mr. Madigan’s MAD U “Question of the Week” and Mr. Glover’s “Word Wall” and how they can win.  
 
YEARBOOK CLUB: Members are busy putting the finishing touches on this year’s memory book. Members have been taking photos of events around 
the school. Athletics and after-school clubs are taking place and our photographers are on the scene to capture digital memories for the yearbook. 
Buy your yearbook today: $22.00. If students don’t buy a yearbook now, there may not be any extras to buy later. 

 
 

http://www.mmspto.com/
http://www.d15.org/
mailto:lpaul@d15.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

                                                                
          

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              

           

 

 

 

 

7 RED 

Mrs. Devine’s social studies classes have just completed chapter 12:  Manifest Destiny.  We discussed the addition of the lands and boundaries that 
completed the country as we know it today:  Oregon Country, Texas, the Mexican Cession, and the Gadsden Purchase.  We will be discussing the 
increasing sectional differences between the North and South as we move closer to the Civil War.  Ms. Martin’s Cores A & B math classes have begun 
their exploration of scale, similarity, & proportions.  They will be participating in an activity to draw their dream bedroom applying the information 
learned in class.  Ms. Martin’s Cores C & D math classes have begun exploring geometry & measurement.  We will make a connection between real-life 
& geometry discovering why it is important to understand and know these concepts.  Mrs. Sheppard’s classes are finishing their studies of plants.  
Once we finish the last chapters, we will move on to our animal studies.  Remember to keep focused and working hard.  Keep your eye on the prize…. 
The best 3

rd
 and 4

th
 quarter ever!  Don’t forget to turn your homework in on time and do corrections when you need.  Have a happy spring.  Mrs. 

Tankiewic’z classes finished reading Touching Spirit Bear.  We are now currently in the process of learning how to write a research paper.  Each 
student is researching an animal that they feel represents them and who share the same personality traits with that animal.  Information they will be 
researching:  animal’s classification, a physical description of their animal, the animal’s habitat and food needs,  and characteristics humans share with 
animals. 

7 WHITE 

As February quickly comes to a close, the students of the 7
th

 grade white team are working to bring third quarter to a successful conclusion.  In Mr. 
Phillips’ social studies classes, students are learning about westward expansion and the issues leading to the Civil War.  All students have been given a 
packet with full directions for their Civil War project which requires that they write a journal of personal experiences as a participant in the war.  
Students have been assigned their identity and should be researching basic information about the Civil War in preparation for the writing of their 
journal.  Meanwhile, Ms. Mutter’s social studies class is focusing on the concept of Manifest Destiny.  In science, Mr. Shevchik’s classes are continuing 
the dissecting chapter.  The students enjoyed dissecting the earthworm and will continue working as a class to learn even more about a variety of 
animals.  Mrs. Villacres’s science class will be entering the animal kingdom once they conclude their plant unit as well.  Animals have also been on the 
agenda in Mrs. Schnurr’s language arts classes where students have recently completed their research papers.  In the days to come, students in both 
Mrs. Schnurr’s and Ms. Mutter’s language arts classes will spend time preparing for the upcoming ISAT tests.  Following state testing, Mrs. Schnurr’s 
students will begin their next novel, Things Not Seen.  ISAT preparation is also underway in Mrs. Stanard’s and Mrs. Villacres’s math classes.  
Additionally, in Mrs. Stanard’s cores A, B, and C students are working with proportions and the validation using various proofs. Once this section is 
complete they will apply the information to validate similar shapes and create scale drawings. Core D students are applying addition, subtraction, and 
multiplication with polynomials and will test out of chapter 10 by the end of the week. 
 

7 SILVER 
We finished the novel The City of Ember  in language arts class.  Students viewed the movie and are currently comparing the movie and novel in an 
essay.  Students are using the program called Essay Scorer to edit their essays before turning them in on March 5.  Be sure to ask to see your child’s 
essay!  Accelerated Reader is due on March 10.  Each student needs to read two novels for the quarter.  It is worth 100 points.  In social studies class 
we have been discussing Manifest Destiny.  We learned how the forty-eight continental states came to be part of our country.  Next we will be 
discussing differences between the North and South to prepare for the Civil War.  In science class we just ended our chapter on Bacteria and Viruses.  
The students had the opportunity to see how important it is to use soap when washing your hands by doing a fun lab.  Now they know how much 
bacteria surrounds them and they are washing their hands much better now! In math both classes just finished their chapters.  The upcoming material 
will cover geometry and proportions.    We would like to acknowledge the following students who earned Character Count tickets on our team for the 
month of January:  Gabe Ramirez, Nick Adam, Cameron Riemann, Brad Smith and Bailey Sorensen.  Way to go!   
 

6 WHITE 

Students are finishing their novels in science class with Mrs. Christian; they are also finishing the unit on fossils and will next be learning about the 
inside of the Earth, continental drift, earthquakes, and volcanoes. In social studies students have had fun learning about Greek Mythology this 
month and creating a resume for a Greek god or goddess of their choice. As the classes wrap up their unit about Ancient Greece, we look forward to 
traveling to Ancient Rome after ISATS! Students in Mrs. Comstock’s math classes are learning about the area and perimeter of various shapes. In Mrs. 
Kagan’s math classes the students have been learning about 3 dimensional shapes. In Ms. Marks’ language arts classes, the students are working 
through Unit 6, Themes in Folk Literature.  The classes will take a break half way through the unit to start focusing on ISATS, and return to the second 
half of the Unit when they are through with ISAT testing.  Do not forget to keep reading those 25 minutes, even during ISAT’s! 
 

6 SILVER 

Wow!  Only two more weeks left of 3
rd

 quarter!  As the quarter is coming to an end, we are busy preparing ourselves for the upcoming ISAT tests which 
will be on March 3

rd
 through 5

th
 and again on March 8

th
 and 9

th
.  Please make sure all students are fully rested and come to school on time with a good 

breakfast.  Our math classes have been working on written responses to math problems.  This is not only great practice for ISAT testing, but an excellent 
way to think through your thought process.  In science, we have been discovering how old the earth is with fossils and geologic time.  We are very 
excited to get the chance to see more about this topic at the Field Museum this spring.  Language arts classes have finished up studying mythology and 
have been sharpening our reading skills for the ISAT tests. We have finished up our study of Ancient Greece with some fantastic presentations!  
 



              
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                                                                                                            
 

              
              
    
 
                                                                                                  
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebration of the Arts 
The McHenry Elementary Education Foundation and the McHenry Area Chamber of Commerce will  be co-hosting the 8th annual Celebration of the Arts 
Program, Thursday, March 4, 2010 at the First Midwest Bank in McHenry from 4pm-7pm.  This event showcases District 15’s student artwork.  Choral and 
band students from McHenry Middle School and Parkland School will also be performing throughout the evening.  The Foundation will be raffling off 
many wonderful prizes.  The Foundation will also host a “Taste of McHenry” during the program featuring many local restaurants.   All proceeds from the 
raffle ticket sales will benefit District 15 fine arts programs and the McHenry Elementary Education Foundation.  For further information, please contact 
Cindee Nootbaar at 815-385-7210. 

 
 

8 WHITE 

Math student have been working on preparing for the ISAT tests.  They have been practicing how to answer various multiple choice questions, 
respond to short – response problems, and write extended responses. Good Luck! REMINDER Science boards and reports are due at school on 
Wednesday, March 10th. The Science Exhibit is at school on Thursday, March 18th from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.   Attendance is mandatory.  In class, science 
students finished their first chemistry book with a study of the periodic table.  Students memorized the symbols to 50 elements.  They also made really 
neat models of an element that they studied.  In our next chapter we will learn about chemical reactions.  Language arts students are reading The 
Outsiders, by S.E. Hinton. They are also working on writing and comprehension skills. Social studies students are reading The Wave, a novel about a 
teacher's experiment to depict the concept of having everyone believe something that is not true. This is being read during the study of the time period 
when Hitler's plan for a master race and the Holocaust were taking place. 

 

8 RED 
 All math classes and language arts classes have been reviewing diligently in preparation for the upcoming ISATs (next week).  In science we are finishing 
out chapter on Bernoulli’s and Archimedes’ principal.  Students have been working with concepts of floating and flying.  Next, we will be studying 
simple machines.  This is a reminder that the final projects for Science Exhibit are due on March 12th.  Students should be steadily working on their 
paper as well as their poster board.  If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Johnson ASAP.  The Science Exhibit is March 18, 6:30-7:30.  All 
students are REQUIRED to attend.   In social studies, students have finished up their unit on World War II.  We are currently reading a novel called 
Someone Named Eva.  This novel is about a blonde hair, blue eyed girl in Czechoslovakia who gets relocated to Germany to live with German parents 
during WWII.  Coming up, students will have a World War I/World War II comparison poster that will be due Friday, March 5th. 
 

8 SILVER  
8 silver science has been all about the elements on the Periodic Table. I am so proud of the overall effort in memorizing 80 elements on the Periodic 
Table. Students worked diligently for a week with flash cards and their hard work paid off. The Silver team average on the test was a whopping 88%. 
Fantastic work!  Student’s should be able to answer any question that relates to the periodic table.  The Science Fair is March 18

th
.  Our final deadline 

for the project is March 12. Please make sure your student’s are in the final stages of the project.  8 Silver social studies students are marching through 
Europe and the Pacific, retracing the steps of WWII. Student’s have dressed in WWII garb, have watched film clips from the war, even propaganda 
cartoons by Walt Disney as we look for insights into Adolf Hitler and his motivation during WWII and the Holocaust. Pearl Harbor was examined 
through the eyes of the military and WAVE personnel as well as those interred during the war.  8  Silver Language srts students have been reading The 
Outsiders.  We have been discussing the lessons that can be learned through the story, such as the consequences of being involved in a gang and the 
reasons for it.  We have also spent time working on persuasive, expository and narrative essays.  Math and algebra students have spent time working 
on extended response math problems that require us to use our communication skills to explain how they solved the problems and why they chose 
that problem solving strategy. 

 
 

  
 

 

UNIFIED ARTS 
 

HEALTH:   
6

th
 grade:  We have been discussing The Health Triangle and modeling various activities one can do to practice all components of Health.  Students will 

be completing a Choice Assignment demonstrating their understanding of The Health Triangle.   
7

th
 grade:  We have been discussing the immediate, short and long term effects of smoking.  Students participated in a running activity in which one 

feels what it is like to develop emphysema as a result of smoking.  We will also be discussing how smoking affects one’s social, physical, and 
mental/emotional health. 
8

th
 grade:  We have been discussing the Benefits of Abstinence and consequences of teen sexual activity.  Students will be working on a choice 

assignment for their Abstinence project this week.   
 
TECHNOLOGY: Welcome Term 4 Technology students! 
As sports writers, students are analyzing Olympic data and publishing a sports column on an athlete or sporting event. For the next 7-week term, 
technology students will work in the iCollaboratory learning about food. Daily they input data into their Excel spreadsheets. They will video recording 
oral history interviews of each other regarding food, meals, exercise, and screen time. Students work daily to improve their keyboarding speed and 
accuracy using the software, MicroType Pro. Technology students will take digital photos of students demonstrating character for our PTO sponsored 
Character Counts project. 

 


