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District 15 Vision Statement . . . McHenry Elementary School District 15 is a child-centered community that values connections between people and 
learning in an environment fostered by mutual respect. . .The mission of Parkland School will be to strengthen positive communication and respect among 
students and staff along with implementing reading and writing strategies in all subject areas. 

 
 
As this year comes to an end we would like to start by congratulating our 8th grade class of 2008!  Good 
luck in high school.  We would also like to let our new 7 & 8th graders know that we are very proud of 
their accomplishments!  Finally, we welcome our incoming 6th graders whose motto is:   “took 5th takin’ 
6th”!  We hope all of you have a safe and restful summer as there will be many fun filled exciting 
adventures this fall for all of you.  Enjoy your summer! 

Respectfully,Mr. Adams, Mr. Bolin, & Mrs. Vosburgh 
 

IMPORTANT DATES     
5/30 – Last Parkland Scene, 6 Blue Ice Cream Reward, 8th Grade picnic & 
Graduation 
The last day of school is Friday May 30th for 8th grade, and Friday June 6th for 6/7th 
Grade.  Dismissal on June 6th is at 8:55 a.m.
The Parkland Scene is also available online at www.d15.org, select Parkland. 
 

 

Graduation Information - 8th Grade Activities  
o May 30–Picnic  
o May 30 - Graduation at 7:00 p.m.  
o Mandatory practice on Friday, May 30 beginning at 9:30 a.m.  
o Ribbons will be given to the students the night of graduation.  Students are to arrive by 

6:15 p.m. on graduation night and proceed to the Learning Center.  Students should 
carry their gowns.  We ask that parents do not accompany their child to the learning 
center. 

 
2008 Dorothy Kubit Memorial Americanism Awards 

The 2008 Dorothy Kubit Memorial Americanism Awards Contest held by the Polish Legion of 
American Veterans, U.S.A., Ladies Auxiliary Post 188, have awarded several Parkland School students 
for their outstanding efforts in the “I Speak for Democracy” poster and essay contest.  First place in the 
local essay contest was awarded to Katherine King who also placed first in the state competition and 
third at the national competition.  Alyssa Hovseth took first place in the poster contest locally and placed 
first in the state and second at the national contest as well.  Other outstanding achievements awarded 
were Jill Manzo – second place in the local essay contest; Moly Mahcometa – second in the local poster 
contest, and Sarah Hamby – third in the local poster contest.  Congratulations to all! 

 
Correction – We would like to apologize to those students incorrectly listed on the 3rd Quarter 
Honor Roll.  Congratulations on your achievement – Devin Friske, John Newlon, Sierra Semel and 
Meghan Simon achieved 4.00 for the 3rd Quarter Honor Roll. 



Parents, if you are moving and know that your student will not be attending Parkland School next year, please 
notify us, as soon as possible, at 815-385-8810.   We use this information for our scheduling process so we 
appreciate your getting it to us as soon as possible. 
 

The office will go on summer hours beginning Friday, June 6, when we will close 
at  noon.  Beginning Monday, June 9, we will be open from 7:15 a.m. – 4:15 p.m., 
closing at noon on Fridays.  The office will be closed entirely from June 30 through 
July 25.  We will return on July 28 and continue the summer hours.  Our regular 
hours will begin August 18, Monday – Friday 7:25 a.m. to 3:25 p.m. 
 

 
 

 
As the end of the year approaches, please remember to pick up any medication your 
child may have in the Health Office.  The medication cannot be sent home with your 
child; you must pick it up.  All medication not picked up by the time students are dismissed 
on June 6th will be disposed. 
 

Notes from the Health Office: 
The State of Illinois has recently made some changes that affect our health requirements for the 2008-09 
academic year.  Public Act 95-0422 (SB 937) amends the IL School Code (105 ILCS 5/27-8.1) by 
changing the physical examination requirement for students from “prior to entering 5th grade” to “prior 
to entering 6th grade.”  Therefore, all students entering 6th grade must have a current complete 
physical examination on file; HOWEVER, this year’s (2007-08) current 5th graders’ physicals will 
be considered to be compliant with this 6th grade requirement.  However, please keep in mind that 
all 2008-09 5th grade students MUST still present proof of Hepatitis B and be in compliance with all 
other immunization requirements.  Also, Public Act 95-0671 now requires that children enrolling in 
kindergarten for the 2008-09 academic year shall have an eye examination performed by a licensed 
optometrist/ophthalmologist.  This also requires that any student enrolling for the first time in the State 
of Illinois in a public, private, or parochial school shall have an eye examination, as well.  The State of 
Illinois law remains in effect requiring that all students in kindergarten, 2nd, and 6th grades have a 
dental health examination performed by a licensed dentist.   Proof of a dental examination must be on 
file in the Health Office of your student’s school.  If you have any questions regarding any of these 
requirements, please contact the Health Office of your student’s school.  

 
Registration:  McHenry School District 15 is pleased to announce that for the 2008-2009 school 
year, the district will be using an early registration process.  There will no longer be on-site 
registration in August, as has been done in the past.  Early registration is designed to make the process 
easier and more convenient for our parents.  On April 11th your child brought home a packet of 
information, which will include all the necessary forms that need to be completed.  All forms that are 
included in your child packet will also be available on the District 15 website, www.d15.org, for your 
convenience.  Student registrations were due back to your child’s school by April 30, 2008.  If you have 
any questions, please call the school office. 
 

 

CLASS and TEAM NOTES 
 
Problem Based Learning - Students in 7th & 8th grade just completed global warming and 
environmental stewardship. Term 5 will finish up with a problem concerning fast food and 
healthy eating. 6th grade teams are preparing presentations to preserve their favorite man made 
modern wonders. Everyone is working very hard and being very creative. It’s been a great 
year in PBL. I want to thank students for working cooperatively with their teams. 



Congratulations to PBL May Students of the Month: Ryan Roberts, Ana Balleno and Darrin Gilligan. 
My email is jmoore@d15.org 
Technology - It has been a fun year in the Technology lab.  7th and 8th grade students have had the 
opportunity to complete various projects using Microsoft Word and Excel.  6th grade students have 
worked to develop good keyboarding skills.  I will be spending time over the summer to update the 
middle school technology curriculum and hope to return with some fun projects for my students.   
Look for some changes in our school website next fall.  The district is updating the website to make it 
more user-friendly and I will be working hard to put lots of information for parents and students on our 
school site. 
Art - The final term in art is all wrapped up. The students did a great job and created a variety of 
expressive works. Have fun this summer. I am already looking forward to working with a brand new 
group of students as well as continuing to work with the new 7th and 8th grade. We will work to create 
unique, original and creative works of art.   8th grade will continue to develop their skills and begin to 
show his/her individual style. 7th grade will move up to a more challenging curriculum meant to peak 
each student's creativity. 6th grade will be introduced to many new and interesting challenges as well. I 
hope to fill the halls with many wonderful pieces. Have a wonderful summer, and remember you may 
contact me any time for any reason. My email is CGrabow@d15.org  
Chorus - The 6th, 7th, and 8th grade choirs have had an eventful two months! Hannah Jane Szlembarski 
was born on April 17 and everyone agrees that she is very cute! On May 1 all three choirs presented 
their Spring Concert. The concert was well attended and the students performed excellently. On May 3 
the Honors Choir participated in the annual Music in the Parks contest where they received a First Place 
award. Then they spent the rest of the cold, rainy day at Six Flags, but they told me they had fun 
anyway. Five of our 8th grade chorus members, Breanne McDonagh, Megan Feltes, Nicole Foster, Shae 
Hoffman, Kellea Franzen, and Devin Friske, have been accepted into the West Campus Concert Choir 
for next year. On Thursday, May 23, the Honors Choir and Jazz Band presented Jazz Night, which was a 
huge success. Everyone loved the music. The final performance of the chorus year will occur when the 
8th grade Honors Choir members sing the Star Spangled Banner for their graduation. We are happy for 
our 8th graders; but we will miss them. It has been my pleasure to substitute for Mrs. Szlembarski during 
her maternity leave for these past two months; even though the students love Mrs. Szlembarski. They are 
very happy for her and her new baby, and they welcomed me graciously.  We all practiced diligently 
together to learn our music and to present it well for the programs. I have enjoyed working with the 
Parkland chorus students, and I wish you all a pleasant and relaxing summer.   

Sincerely, Mrs. Charlene Conklin 
Music Appreciation - It has been a great year for Music Appreciation.  With a little tweaking the Music 
Appreciation curriculum turned out nicely.  8th Graders learned about the History of Rock and Roll and 
had a great time researching and presenting a band or artist of their choice.  7th graders are now familiar 
with the history of music and the great composers of the Baroque, Classical, Romantic, and 
Contemporary periods.  All 6th graders are now capable of reading music.  I am looking forward to 
another year here at Parkland and am excited to be working with the new 6th graders!  I hope everyone 
has a great summer! 
News from the LC - Just because school is out for the summer, doesn’t mean you should stop reading.  
Catch the Reading Bug at the McHenry Public Library.  It is one of the summer reading programs that 
will be held at the library.  Check them out! 
Foreign Language - Congratulations to the May students of the month: Tom Kinder, Lizbeth Mendez, 
Christian Curran, Steven Weisheit, and Jacob Burr.  Also Congratulations to all of the Me Poster contest 
winners the last two terms.  It’s been a great year!  I hope that you all have a wonderful summer and I 
am looking forward to meeting all of the new 6th graders next year.    Adios, Auf weidersehen 
Health - Congratulations to all of the 8th graders! Your journey through the halls of Parkland School has 
come to an end. You will be moving on to other challenges and opportunities. Good luck to all of you. 
To the 7th and 6th graders, your journey will go on next year as you continue your educational experience 
at Parkland. I look forward to having you in class again soon!  Stay healthy and have a great summer! 



PE NOTES - We have had a great year in PE.  Hopefully all of our students know where the major 
muscles of the body are and what they are called as well as knowing how to cha cha cha!   We will miss 
our current 8th grade students as they head off to high school, but look forward to our 6th and 7th graders 
returning in the summer.  We are sure next year will be another great year.  We wish everyone a fun 
filled, safe summer and don’t forget to exercise! 
6 Blue - Parkland’s 6 blue team had a wonderful experience at the Raue Theater in Crystal Lake on May 
9th. We went to see The Mystery of King Tut. This live performance told the story of how the 
archeologist discovered the tomb. Our students not only enjoyed the performance, but now also have an 
understanding of how information about the ancient cultures we have studied all year related to 
archeology.  Not long before this trip we engaged in stream testing at Peterson Park. We drew pictures 
of an area of the stream that had some refuse at the bottom. At another station, we utilized our math 
skills to calculate the swiftness of the current. A close examination of creatures living in the mud by the 
stream’s bank was also a station activity. Our discoveries are used in real stream monitoring by the 
McHenry County Conservation District.  Our next adventure required us to take an imaginary time 
travel trip back into Renaissance times. We made candles and baskets, learned Renaissance dancing, 
engaged in jousting and made decorative head wreaths like people once wore during the time of King 
Arthur.  Our sixth graders are excited that summer is almost here and are ready to return to Parkland in 
August as Viking seventh graders! 
6 White - The year is quickly coming to an end.  There will be one more 6W reward activity.  All 
students who have earned no more than 5 late assignments, 3 tardies, and  2 name/checks for this 
quarter, will be treated to an ice cream sundae party.  We are finishing up our units in all subjects.  We 
wish all of our students and their families a wonderful Summer Break! 
7 Blue - In Language Arts, we are finishing up a unit on oral traditions.  We will be reading folktales, 
fables, myths and legends.  Accelerated Reader points are due on Monday, June 2.  What a way to end 
the school year!  Students worked on two major projects to conclude their 4th quarter in science class.  
Each student became an “expert” on one animal of their choice and presented their findings to the class.  
Everyone learned some amazing facts about the animals of the world along with practicing how to 
present in front of classmates.  The final project of the year was a group project where students 
researched a specific biome or habitat found on Earth.  This was a valuable learning experience for 
everyone because students needed to manage their class time wisely and learn how to work together.  
Every presentation was great and students should be proud of their success.  Have a great summer and 
good luck next year! ☺ 
7 White – Mr. Watson:We have concluded the Constitution test on May 29th.  I would like to thank 
everyone for a great school year.  Mrs. Shutt:  All classes are playing Probability games.  Mr. Juske:  
Social Studies - We have finished the Constitution test on Thursday, May 29th.  In Science -  Finishing 
up DNA and Heredity chapter.   Ms. Eckert:  Finishing the year reading short stories.  Final AR points 
were due May 30th.   Miss Bacci:  Language Arts  We are reading and writing short stories.  Book 
reports are due May 30th.  Math:  We are finishing up Perimeter and Area unit.  Student’s of the Month 
for April:  Joe Hanamoto, Alison Weber, Arely Morales, Josh Kunzli, Mike Sikula, Alissa Rosga.  7th 
Grade Picnic- Thursday, June 5th.   
8 Blue - The 8 Blue team would like to wish everyone a safe and happy summer break.   
Good luck to our class of 2008.  We wish them all the best in high school!   
8 White - The teachers from the 8 White team would like to offer our congratulations to all of the 
graduates of the 2008 class.  We wish you the best of luck in high school.  Have a safe and relaxing 
summer. 

 
Washington D.C. Trip Information 

June 9th students need to arrive at school at 3 a.m. Check the weather and pack appropriately and come 
prepared to have a good time. If interested in a group photo, bring 14 dollars cash on the morning of the 
trip in an envelope with your name on it.  
 
 



Locker Clean up – Parents and students:  All lockers, both gym and hallway, need to be 
cleaned out before school is out.  All pictures and stickers need to be removed and all items 
need to be taken home.  Items that are left will be donated. 
 
 
 

 

Did You Know… 
 
(Information taken from Myers Counseling Group, “Solutions” Volume 4, Issue 2 – Spring 2007) 
While children are remarkable adaptable, how children cope with their emotions during change and 
transitions varies according to each individual child. Many children do navigate through change 
appropriately which helps them become stronger, independent individuals. Other children have a more 
difficult time communicating their feelings about any change in their lives, and they may act out their 
sadness through bad behavior or want to talk a great deal about their concerns. The following may be 
helpful in assisting children to adapt to a variety of changes: 
 

• Encourage children to express their feelings verbally. Allowing open communication enables 
children to express themselves about the change, for parents to discuss the change, and an easier 
transition through the change can occur.  

 
• If children have a difficult time verbally expressing their feelings, allow for non-verbal forms of 

communication like art and play. Non-verbal expressions empower children to confidently and 
safely release their emotions and let a parent know how there are feeling. 

 
• Work at understanding what your child’s experience of changes is by being patient and available 

to your child. All changes, both positive and negative, can have an effect your child. 
 

• Ignoring intense emotions like anger can backfire for children. Make sure that if a child 
expresses anger during a transition that they are allowed a suitable outlet for these emotions. 
Examples: writing, drawing, kicking a ball, etc… 

 
• Develop rituals or maintain rituals like eating dinner together, date nights with your child, and 

reading together at bedtime. These become anchors for children in tumultuous times. 
 

• Relationships are our children’s best defense when their world is turned upside down. Cultivate 
close relationships by playing, talking, laughing and remembering together. 

 

McHenry Public Library -  
Catch the Reading Bug Over the Summer; Win Prizes Catch the Reading Bug at the library this summer 
and win prizes just for reading! Sign up for the McHenry Public Library's 2008 Summer Reading Club 
program, "Catch the Reading Bug." The big kickoff and first day to register is Saturday, June 7 from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. in our warehouse. We'll have games with prizes, facepainting, magic and free snowcones! 
You can also register for our lineup of summer programs, too, like Family Survivor Game Show, "Wii 
are Family" Bowling Tournament, How Not to Cut Off Your Friend's Head (Photography), Belly 
Dancing and Rockets with the Civil Air Patrol, to name a few. The Summer Reading Program involves 
reading on your own for six weeks -- earn prizes as a reward! We have reading programs for all age 
levels, including teens and adults.  
 
 
 
 



Children's Art Contest -- get your paints and markers ready, 'cause we're having our 2nd Annual 
Children's Art Contest. The first day to turn in an entry is Monday, June 16. Winning entries will be 
displayed along the walls of the Youth Services Department. Prizes will be awarded to the 1st, 2nd and 
3rd place winners in the following grade levels (entering in Fall '08):  A. - Preschool and Kindergarten’  
B.- Grades  1 and 2;  C.- Grades 3 and 4;  D - Grades 5 and 6 
 
For more details on any of our programs, go to our website -- www.mchenrylibrary.org -- stop by at 809 
N. Front St. or call (815) 385-0036. 
 

SPORTS – 
Parkland Volleyball Tryouts and Cross Country will begin the first full day of school – Tuesday, 
August 19th.  Please remember you must have a current physical on file in order to try out or participate.  
More information will be available when school begins next fall. 
 
The McHenry High School Varsity Boys Basketball program will be hosting their annual basketball 
camp for incoming freshman June 9-13 from 4:00-5:30.  They will also be hosting their Future Warrior 
Camp July 14-18 grades 3-5 will be 8:00-9:30 and grades 6-8 from 10:00-11:30. Anyone interested can 
contact Tim Paddock, the Head Varsity Coach at 815-385-1145 ext 6407 or by going to the McHenry 
High School Website and clicking on athletics to print a brochure. 
 
The McHenry Township Junior Warriors Football   Saturday, June 7th – VFW All Star Picnic 10 
a.m. -4 p.m. 3002 W. Route 120, McHenry. 
 
 
 

FECHAS IMPORTANTES 
  
5/30 – Ultimo Parkland Scene, Recompensa de helado de 6 Azul, Día de Campo y 
Graduación de 8°. 
El ultimo día de clases para 8° Grado es el Viernes 30 de Mayo, y el Viernes 6 de 
Junio para grados 6° y 7°. La salida el día 6 será a las 8:55 a.m. 
 
 

 

Información de Graduación – Actividades de 8° grado 
o 30 de Mayo – Día de Campo y  Graduación a las 7:00 p.m. 
o Ensayo obligatorio el Viernes 30 de Mayo, comenzando a las 9:30.  
o Los listones se distribuirán a los estudiantes en la noche de graduación.  Los estudiantes 

deben llegar a la escuela a las 6:15 p.m. en la noche de graduación y proceder a la 
Biblioteca. Los estudiantes deben traer su capa.  Pedimos que los padres no acompañen 
a sus hijos a la biblioteca. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIFTH GRADE STUDENTS 

LANDMARK- RIVERWOOD - VALLEY VIEW  
 

The administration, teachers and staff would like to welcome you to  
Parkland School next year. 

The motto that was voted upon and chosen was “took 5
th

, takin’ 6
th

”  

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

� The Parkland Scene, our school newsletter, is published once or twice a month and will be 
sent home with your student.  It is also online at www.d15.org, Parkland School. 

� There is a Homework Hotline available to check for homework assignments after 2:20 p.m. 
every day. The number is 344-7140; 6th grade is Ext. 1884 for Blue & 1885 for White.  If 
your student is absent, please check the Homework Hotline.  If you check the Hotline and 
worksheets are referenced, your student will have as many days as they are out to make those 
up.  If you need books, you may come into the school (students who are home sick are not to 
be in the building), sign in at the office, and we will get you to your student’s locker.  
Homework is gathered after the third day of an absence. 

� Sixth grade teachers are available for phone calls and/or conferences between 1:00 – 2:20 
(Please call for an appointment during the school year). 

� If your child needs to leave school during the course of the day, please have him/her bring 
a note to the office in the morning so that we may issue a pass.  This way your child will 
be waiting for you in the office.  

� Lunch is from 10:54 – 11:24. 
� Students are required to use our free (school-assigned) Student Agenda on a daily basis. 
� Regular bus riders must ride their official assigned bus in the a.m. and again at 2:20 p.m.  Per 

transportation, students are not allowed to ride other student’s buses either to go home 
with a friend or to a one-time babysitter.  A note from a parent will not be acceptable.  
If you require a change of route, please ask for a change form. 

� The first day of school is Monday, August 18. 
� The 6th Grade Orientation will be announced.  Sixth-grade students will be able to tour the 

building during open house.  Students will be allowed to go see their rooms  and to try their 
lockers.  Enjoy your summer.  We are looking forward to meeting you in August.  

 
 
 
 


