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Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels (right) throws the ball
during an NFL football game against the Chicago Bears on Sunday in Lando-
ver. Story on page 8.
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HOW ARE WE DOING?

Students in Duker School’s SAIL and
Adjus ted Learning programs in
McHenry are learning by doing – and by
brewing.

The students are in their second year
of running Dragon Brew, a coffee shop
at the school that’s open from 8:45 to
9:30 a.m. Fridays, when staff and com-
munity members are able to buy coffee,

tea and other beverages
“Dragon Brew gives students a real-

life opportunity that teaches them the
value of money and mathematical con-
cepts while also allowing them to form
relationships with staff that they might
not otherwise interact with,” according
to a McHenry School District 15 news
release.

The Adjusted Learning and SAIL
program “addresses academics through
a life skills prospective,” according to
the District 15 website. “Through
school, community and social activi-
ties, our students will grow into produc-
tive members of their communities.
Both programs provide individualized
accommodations to foster successful

learning and independence across envi-
ronments.”

Since Dragon Brew opened last year,
Duker staff and students have expanded
their services and now offer merchan-
dise and “Dragon Dash,” where drink
orders are delivered to staff members’
classrooms. Facilitators also are eyeing
the possibility of involving general edu-
cation students at Duker to assist with
brewing and serving.

“Dragon Brew is a treat for every-
one. It is incredible to see the smiles on
the students’ faces as they brew, serve
or hand-deliver to our staff members,”
Duker teacher Chandler FitzGerald
said. “I am excited to see how this can
continue to grow in the future.”

SHAW LOCAL NEWS NETWORK
contact@shawmedia.com

Duker School students in
SAIL, Adjusted Learning
programs run coffee shop

Photo provided by McHenry School District 1

Students, pictured Oct. 18, at Duker Elementary in McHenry run Dragon Brew, a coffeeshop that’s open weekly, with the help of Duker staff.

School coffee shop helps students
learn by doing and brewing
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