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National Ambassador for Children’s 
Literature Gene Luen Yang Issues the 
following challenge to young people 
and educators: 



Little Tree by Loren Long
Beautiful quiet story about accepting change

Simple but lovely art supports the story

Great social emotional learning book

Good for transitional times 



Red by Michael Hall
Great for Social Emotional 
Learning

Short and clear, but easy to apply

Art works with text to deliver 
message

Good for talking about labels 



Lailah’s Lunch Box by Reem Faruqi
Quick Read - Easily leads into discussion

Good Intro to Ramadan

No Bullying, but does mention the fear of 
being different



Lailah’s Lunch Box by Reem Faruqi - Resources



National Geographic Book of Animal Poetry
National Geographic Book of Nature Poetry

Poems by Famous Poets
Paired with Large 
Beautiful Photographs

Great way to crossover 
between science and 
reading topics



National Geographic Books of Poetry - Resources



National Geographic Books of Poetry - Resources



National Geographic Books of Poetry - Resources



History of Fun Stuff by Patricia Lakin
Narrative nonfiction at an easy chapter book 
level.  

Tons of topics that are appealing to kids : 
cookies, space travel, comics, video games, 
fireworks, phones, Halloween, ice cream, 
pizza, hot chocolate

Available in paperback



History of Fun Stuff - Resources



History of Fun Stuff - Resources



History of Fun Stuff - Resources



Stepping Stones: A Refugee Family’s Journey 
by Margriet Ruurs

Poignant picture book about a child 
refugee

Simple but clear text

Beautiful, interesting art by a Syrian 
artist

Arabic translations



Stepping Stones - Resources



Stepping Stones - Resources



El violín de Ada: La historia de la Orquesta de Instrumentos 
Reciclados de Paraguay by Susan Hood

2017 E.B. White Read-Aloud Picture Book Honor

2017 Américas Award Winner

2017 Notable Books for a Global Society

Set in a barrio above a landfill in Cateura, Paraguay

Poverty, no money for instruments, instructor 
Favio Chavez asks “Cola” Gomez, a carpenter for 
help making instruments, e.g. drums out of old 
oil barrels and xrays

One man making a difference, now is full orchestra and 
tour worldwide; publisher made a donation to orchestra in honor of book.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q2X84gsyo4Y


El violín de Ada: La historia de la Orquesta de Instrumentos: 
Resources

  



El violín de Ada: La historia de la Orquesta de Instrumentos: 
Resources cont.

 La pulga de San José



El violín de Ada: La historia de la Orquesta de Instrumentos: 
Resources cont.

Award-winning Documentary

Follows Recycled Orchestra of Cateura

Story went viral

Children enter a new world of sold-out concerts and arenas

Can Favio Chavez keep orchestra intact when a flood
strikes their community?

On order at our Library



¡Olinguito, de la A a la Z!: descubriendo el bosque nublado/ 
Olinguito, from A to Z!: unveiling the cloud forest 

by Lulu Delacre
Bilingual alphabet book; 4 starred reviews 

Pura Belpré Honor-winning author/
Illustrator

Discovery of Olinguito in Ecuador in 2013

STEM, STEAM connection, encourages budding scientists

Backmatter: information on discovery of Olinguito; 
glossary; más palabras útiles, information on tropical
montane forests & illustrations seek & find, additional sites

Collage illustrations made with real pressed leaves and flowers from Ecuador’s Cloud Forest 

 



¡Olinguito, de la A a la Z!: descubriendo el bosque nublado/ 
Olinguito, from A to Z!: unveiling the cloud forest resources





¡Olinguito, de la A a la Z!: descubriendo el bosque nublado/ 
Olinguito, from A to Z!: unveiling the cloud forest resources 

cont.





MyaGrace wants to get ready: a true story promoting 
inclusion and self-determination 

by Jo Meserve Mach and Vera Lynne Stroup-Rentier
Bilingual, positive review in School Library Journal

Autism, cerebral palsy

Few books about disabilities in Spanish

Socio Emotional Learning: self-determination

Written in actual voice of a child

Backmatter: classroom activities, discussion starters 



MyaGrace wants to get ready: a true story promoting 
inclusion and self-determination: Resources

Written by Mother and illustrated by autistic son 

For those who want to help children/friends with 
Autism: parents, teachers, friends

Each animal represents a human quality that is
A characteristic of a child with autism

“Qué es el autismo?” at beginning of book, 
mother’s story& reaction to diagnosis


